
 

 

TALBOT COUNTY, MARYLAND 

BOARD OF LIQUOR LICENSE COMMISSIONERS 

Minutes of Public Meeting 

November 28, 2016 

The meeting of the Talbot County Board of Liquor License Commissioners the (“Board”) was 

called to order at 10:04 a.m. on Monday, November 28, 2016. Present were Chairman Gary 

Royer, Commissioner John M. Gottschalk, Anthony Kupersmith, Board Attorney, and Board 

Secretary, Patricia Finneyfrock. 

OLD BUSINESS 

 Upon motion by Commissioner Gottschalk, seconded by Chairman Royer, the 

Board voted to unanimously approve the minutes from October 24, 2016. 

NEW BUSINESS 

 Application for Class F-A License 

 

Oxford Mercantile Group, LLC d/b/a Oxford on the Park 

102-104 S. Morris Street 

   Oxford, MD  21654 

All those in attendance to testify in the matter were sworn in (Applicants, Nelson Trujillo and 

Margaret Trujillo, Zach Smith, attorney for the Trujillo’s, Robert Odle, Christopher Jennings, 

attorney for Mr. Odle,  Brynja Booth, Esq., Oxford Town Attorney, Carole Abruzzese, President, 

Oxford Town Council and Gordon Graves, Commissioner, Oxford Town Council. 

Testimony was given by Zach Smith, counsel for applicants, as to the application, nature of the 

business, and the support by the Town of Oxford for the application. 

Testimony was then given by the applicants, Nelson and Margaret Trujillo, as to the nature of the 

business, business hours, number of employees, shifts, seating, compliance with the Town of 

Oxford’s comprehensive plan and the fact that they were presenting before the Board seeking a 

conditioned approval that would allow them to proceed with the necessary renovations to the 

building in which their business would be housed. 

Commissioner Gottschalk then discussed the importance of alcohol control awareness. 

Testimony was then given by Brynja Booth, attorney for the Town of Oxford.  Ms. Booth 

testified as to the Town’s support of this application, the Town’s redevelopment plan, the 

Town’s plan for revitalization and the fact that the applicants received the Town’s Planning 

Commission’s, the local Board of Appeals’ and the Police Department’s unanimous approval. 

Chairman Royer then discussed the local noise ordinance.  Ms. Booth advised the Board as to 

posting of signage in the Town addressing this issue and that an infraction was a Town violation.  
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Testimony was then given by Gordon Graves, Commissioner, Oxford Town Council as to the 

Town’s support of the application, development of the Town’s downtown area, availability of 

on-street parking, and the Town’s rules and regulations as they relate to parking. 

Testimony was then given by Carole Abruzzese, President of the Oxford Town Council as to the 

Town’s support of the application, the Town’s comprehensive plan, economic goals, and the 

Town’s revitalization efforts for the downtown area. 

Testimony was then given by Christopher Jennings, counsel for Robert Odle, a resident of the 

Town of Oxford opposed to the application.  Mr. Jennings handed out exhibits, which included a 

tax map showing the proximity of the property to the Town Park and the neighboring residential 

properties.  He testified as to Mr. Odle’s opposition to the application due to the proximity of the 

public park to the establishment at issue, the noise ordinance, the safety and welfare of children 

playing at the park, and that the granting of a license to the applicants was not in keeping with 

the public interests.  

Testimony was then given by Robert Odle.  Mr. Odle submitted exhibits, which included a 

transcript from the Oxford Board of Zoning’s meeting of September 8, 2016, wherein zoning 

approval was given for a restaurant/café for the facility at issue, but silent as to alcohol service, 

photos of the park area and its proximity to the establishment at issue, photos showing the 

proximity to the neighboring residential properties, including his own, and signage regarding 

noise regulations and no alcohol being allowed in the Town Park.  He testified as to his strong 

belief that children and their safety would be endangered by having a bar next to the Town Park. 

Chairman Royer then questioned Applicant, Margaret Trujillo, if their intention was to have a 

bar inside their café, to which Ms. Trujillo described the design and layout of the building which 

did not include a bar area.  Applicant, Nelson Trujillo, further detailed the layout of the building, 

which would include a glass floor over a newly discovered bunker in the basement, further 

stating there would be no bar in their cafe. 

Mr. Jennings then questioned the Applicant’s intentions as to outdoor seating submitting photos 

as exhibits of the points of view of the Applicant’s property, and signage posted in the Town 

Park clearing denoting no alcohol permitted.  He further cited Article 2B, § 10.202 addressing 

“public need” and that is was not a necessary accommodation to the public, and that this location 

served no public need for a bar and that it impacted the general health and safety of the 

community. 

Zack Smith then testified that the Applicants had no intention of creating an outdoor or indoor 

bar area, that the establishment was going to be a café, that the Oxford Board of Appeals’ did 

grant Applicant’s application for zoning including a letter of approval for a café at the subject 

establishment and noted that granting a liquor license was not in their authority.  

Following all testimony, Chairman Royer and Commissioner Gottschalk opened a Board 

discussion noting that public policy for consumption of alcohol was why everyone was present at 

the hearing further nothing that it was the Board’s responsibility to ensure alcohol was served 

and consumed in a responsible fashion.  They noted the following conclusions: 

 Consumption of alcohol has to be done responsibly. 
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 Owners have the responsibility for ensuring compliance and the Board would 

hold them accountable. 

 No bar or stools helps to maintain a café environment. 

 Courtyard for outdoor seating was on Morris Street not in the backyard area. 

Visibility offered compliance. 

 Responsible parenting with regard to children in the Town Park. 

 Public Need – determined by success of business.  Applicants deserve the 

opportunity. 

 No menu concerns. 

Chairman Royer then read into the record the Town’s letter of 10/13/16 and discussed violations, 

the complaint process, and that the Town had a very active and involved police force.   

Upon completion of the testimonies given and notice from the Board as to the need for all 

approvals and the payment of all associated fees, the following motion was made. 

-   Motion made by Commissioner Gottschalk, seconded by Chairman Royer, the 

Board voted to approve the application for a Class F-A Liquor License contingent 

upon the Board’s receipt of payment of associated fees and the submittal of the 

Health Department Permit and the Fire Marshall’s Permit to the new entity. 

Chairman Royer advised of the 30-day appeal period to the Circuit Court, noting the decision of 

the Board’s ruling would be mailed out in accordance with the Board’s Rules of Procedure. 

 Application for Transfer of Class E License 

 

  Vighnesh, Inc. d/b/a RR Liquor Beer & Wine 

  From:  D.H. Park, Inc. d/b/a Doc’s Quick Stop Market 

  121 S. Washington Street 

  Easton, MD  21601 

 

All those in attendance to testify in the matter were sworn in (Applicant, Ankitkumar Patel and 

Robert Thornton, Esq.). 

 

Testimony was given by Mr. Thornton, counsel for applicant, as to the application, nature of the 

business, long term lease of the building and cosmetic changes to same. 

Testimony was given by the Applicant, Ankitkumar Patel, giving a historical background of his 

life, education and work experience.  He further testified as to his plans for remodeling the store, 

the fact that he has never had an underage sales infraction and the safety precautions in place to 

ensure compliance with the Talbot County liquor ordinance. 

There being no further testimony, the following motion was made: 

 

- Upon Motion by Commissioner Gottschalk, seconded by Commissioner Royer,  

the Board voted unanimously to grant the transfer of the Class E Liquor License 

from D.H. Park, Inc. to Vighnesh, Inc. d/b/a RR Liquor Beer & Wine pending the 

Board’s receipt of all necessary inspection permits. 
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 Application for 6 Class J Special Licenses – Administrative Approval 

 

  Academy Art Museum 

  106 South Street 

  Easton, Maryland  21601 

 

- The Board reviewed and voted unanimously to administratively approve the 

Academy’s six (6) Special License applications for the following dates and events 

by a Motion made by Commissioner Gottschalk, and seconded by Chairman 

Royer: 

 

1.   December 2, 2016 – Cocktails & Evening Concert for Museum Members and 

Guests 

2. January 17, 2017 – Lunch and Concert for Museum Members 

3. February 21, 2017 - Lunch and Concert for Museum Members 

4. March 21, 2017 - Lunch and Concert for Museum Members 

5. March 21, 2017 - Cocktails & Evening Concert for Museum Members and 

Guests 

6. April 18, 2017 - Lunch and Concert for Museum Members 

 

 Introduction of Michael Smith, Alcoholic Beverages Inspector 

The Board introduced Michael Smith, Talbot County’s new Alcoholic Beverages Inspector. 

ADJOURNMENT  

- Upon Motion by Commissioner Gottschalk, seconded by Chairman Royer, 

there being no further business to discuss, the Board voted unanimously to 

close the meeting at 11:46 p.m. 

NEXT MEETING 

The next meeting will be held upon an agenda. 
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